
Friends of the  
Stockton and Darlington Railway 

 

 

 

Members Present: Niall Hammond NH (Chair), Peter Bainbridge (PB), Paul Boden (PB), 

M.S. Burns (MB), Ross Chisholm (RC, Planning Officer), John Dixon (JD), Catherine and Mike 
Gilsenan, Jane Hackworth-Young (JH-Y), Caroline Hardie (CH), John Harriss (JH), Steven 
Lindsay(SL), John Raw (JR), Norman Hugill (NHugill), Mary Smith (MS), Ian Ross (IR), Peter 
Spence(PS),Leigh Taylor (LT), Alan Townsend (AT, Asst. Secretary, Vice Chair), Barry 
Thompson (BT), R. Whitfield (RW)  
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Apologies for absence. Jim Atkinson, Paul Boden, Richard Cowan, Peter 
Gibson, MP, John Raw, Tim Taylor, Trevor Horner, Dave Pennington, Angela 
Pickering, David Brown, Sue Fleury, Chris Lloyd, Matthew Pease, Alan Macnab, 
Jonathan Ratcliffe, Tony Sanderson, Trevor Horner. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th May, 2022 were approved  

Matters arising  
Under Item 6, the amended list of interpretation panels should include an 
additional sign near the new Rail Housing Association development.   The 
sculpture at Fighting Cocks should be on the east (platform) side of the road 
crossing, leaving the plot on the west side for a chaldron or other exhibit. NH 
would contact RS over this.    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Declarations of Interest None 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chair’s report (APPENDED) 
NH mentioned that meetings were taking place over the consolation prize 
being received by Durham and the other finalists in the City of Culture 
competition, won by Bradford. 
Adding to the report, he and Norman Hugill had attended the first meeting of 
the Live Steam sub group. The 3 local authorities were not involved in live 
steam, and it was now urgent to proceed to accurate report information on 
who was. Locomotion (replica) and a train of replica wagons would travel on 
the line in 3 days in September, 2025. Further movements had yet to come 
forward, needing co-operative partnership with Network Rail and Northern 
Trains.  
Heighington Station was now at the top of our agenda, helped by action by 
senior councillors.   
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Minutes of Meeting held Thursday, 9th June, 2022 

Location  Darlington Cricket Club 

7.00 pm  
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Planning Officer’s report (APPENDED). 

RC presented the Planning Report with the following updates: 
1e.  Revised landscaping plans showing a hedge alongside the Haggerleases 
Branch path had been submitted and approved; 
1f. The County Archaeologist was satisfied that adequate assessment had 
been made where the water pipeline will cross the S&DR at Brusselton 
Incline; a watching brief will take place during construction.  BT raised the 
potential problem of work still being underway during 2025 and it was agreed 
to repeat our earlier concerns (RC). 
1j. Confirmation had been received from Tony Forster that a permissive path 
will be provided alongside the railway line at Forrest Park in time for 
2025.  Permission to use the path will be removed if in the future a rail access 
to the adjacent development plot is required.  It was agreed to accept this 
situation (RC). 
2f. Our advice for a two-stage Written Scheme of Archaeological Investigation 
at the North Road Rail Heritage Quarter had been accepted. 
2o. We will be consulted on the revised Heritage Statement for the proposed 
solar panel farm at Burtree lane.  The applicants are currently reviewing the 
viability of their proposal in the light of our request that some of the panel 
areas be omitted in order to protect the setting of the S&DR.  
3d/e.  These works at Eaglescliffe Station will enable the S&DR Walking and 
Cycling Route between Allens West Station/Durham Lane and Yarm 
Road/Preston Park to be provided by 2025.  This will have implications for the 
proposals for waymarking and interpretation. 
______________________________________________________________ 
Questions on circulated Officer Reports 
AT accepted PB’s recommendation for membership to be paid through Direct 
Debits or Standing Orders. He asked whether a pro forma could be made 
available to transfer instructions to banks, and PB said the required bank 
details would be adapted to provide this page. 

Caring for the S&DR; Heritage Crime and reporting 
In part 1 of this project, NH has combined evidence from PB, JRaw and RC as  
trial reports. HIstoric England are content with the simpler form of these 
reports, which he will make available for action in a “conditions survey”. The 
resulting draft report will be made available for workshops later in the year. 
An example of site difficulties was shown by Bellway at Queensgate, 
Stockton; as they have failed to reply to our enquiries, action must be taken 
with Reuben Kench, Stockton Council.   
______________________________________________________________ 
 Reports from FSDR Area Groups 

 Middleton St George Steering Group report 
RC reported on his site meetings with senior councillors and officers of 
Darlington BC; held to secure the Council's support for the projects of the 
Fighting Cocks Heritage Hub. 
He also reported the outcome of meeting the Council's Planning Officer, 
confirming that planning permission/advertisement consent will be required 
for the Waiting Shed reconstruction, the station name board, the art works 
and information panels.   
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Storey Homes had sought clarification of the sum of money they are required 
to contribute towards the cost of information boards (RC, NH). 
There had been correspondence between the Parish Council (CG) and 
Stephen Wiper (Creative Darlington) on the garage wall mural and the village 
entrance sign.  It was agreed to arrange a meeting to discuss progress (NH, 
CG). 

Northern Rail Timetables 
NR’s Settle-Carlisle timetable leaflet included information including a 

programme of guided walks, with interpretation, from the 11 stations. We 

should recommend a similar provision for Bishop Auckland – Saltburn, 

including the museums. It was agreed that we should approach the 

Community Rail Partnership. However, we were aware of an inclination of 

Northern Trains to drop printed timetables. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Future Events 

JH-Y asked whether there were any anniversary events planned for 

September, 2022. It was stated that nothing was planned by Durham CC or 

NRM, Locomotion. So we should concentrate our limited resources on the 

planned Stockton High Street marquee. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 Any other business 

“Local Listing”, as presented at an earlier meeting, was now in a draft stage, and 

additions were now being invited. 

CH had held a successful meeting with a variety of Network Rail staff, who had 

agreed to some actions at Skerne Bridge, eg regarding fly tipping and tree cover, 

which would go into the Conservation Management Plan. 

Several members mentioned donations of books, which led to a discussion of 

whether to add donation slips, where to locate them for storage and lending, and 

whether to pay for cataloguing.   It was agreed that we should look at a system for 

books on the S & D, at the next meeting 

Date of next meeting 
July 7th, Darlington Railway Institute, 7 pm 
________________________________________________________ 
 

Chair’s Report/activity for May 2022  

Meetings go on and on, this month with the Rail Heritage Board and executive, with 

Historic England, Durham and Darlington Councils, Network Rail, local MPs, and film 

makers. Most months being your chair feels like a circus act, keeping several plates 

spinning at once while riding a uni-cycle! Do all these meetings achieve anything? At 

heart I’m an optimist and I believe they do, gradually over the years our influence 

has grown and those supporting our cause continues to increase, our membership 

grows and our Facebook page recently gained it’s 2000 follower. There are a lot of 

projects which we’ve encouraged and supported over several years which are finally 

coming to fruition and the next year or so should see some obvious developments. 

Our input to planning and development has seen several schemes improved for the 

better and the (slow) development of some great projects. In many ways it’s 

NH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NH, BT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

probably similar to 200 years ago, we have a great vision, but obstacles and financial 

issues keep getting in the way and perseverance is what we need. 

 

 Ongoing comments and concerns from many members about the perceived lack of 

some aspects of local authority support and delivery on matters S&DR were 

followed up. In particular I briefed a meeting of Cllrs, MPs and chief officers at DCC 

on Heighington Station, the creation of the walking/cycling route and proposals 

around the Gaunless Bridge and ongoing maintenance. Strong support was voiced 

and there seemed to be a clear understanding that action was needed quickly.  

 

Myself and trustee Norman Hugill attended the first meeting of a working group on 

live steam for 2025. The contents/proposals of an initial feasibility report were 

discussed and a much wider membership from the UK Heritage Rail community 

identified as required. A really helpful input form Network Rail and others all suggest 

this is looking promising but still a long way to go.  

 

As many of you will know Durham’s bid for 2025 City of Culture bid failed at the last 

hurdle (congratulations Bradford). The county council still seem very motivated 

about investing in culture and we hope that the S&DR bicentenary can now be a 

major focus for this.  

 

I continue to provide talks for various local and regional groups to spread the good 

word of our work and stimulate interest. This month I spoke to Bishop Auckland 

Civic Society and was pleased to be invited to the G5 Locomotive Company’s annual 

dinner to provide the after dinner speech. Our Vice Chair Alan Townsend has also 

been out spreading the word and spoke at Darlington’s Quaker meeting house as 

part of the Darlington Arts Festival. A very appropriate place to speak with the 

S&DRs Quaker heritage and our own current project (supported by Historic England) 

to investigate this.  

 

As ever I’m hugely grateful to our wonderful trustees and other keen supporters and 

helpers without who we would have achieved very little. In particular to Peter 

Bainbridge for organising the excellent walk celebrating the 200th anniversary of 

laying the first rail at St John’s Crossing on May 23rd, and to Barry Angela, JT, Martin 

et al for the First Rail film and celebratory beer at Stockton on the same day. As ever 

If you feel inspired to help out, don’t feel shy and do come forward, we can always 

find something for volunteers to do be it little or small depending on your skills and 

available time.  

All the best. Niall Hammond, Chair 

Planning Officer’s Report;  
New applications and recent decisions are in red type. Any updates will be 
reported at the meeting. Item 2o needs to be discussed in order to agree what 
action we should take. Other items will be taken as read unless members have 
questions to ask or comments to make. 
 
1 DURHAM COUNTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d DM/21/01647/FPA  Change of use of land for the keeping of horses and 
erection of stables together with the erection of domestic storage 
building.  North Leazes Smallholding Low Greenfields St Helen Auckland 
Further to last month’s report, an appeal has been lodged against the refusal 
of permission. The Friends formally withdrew their objection subject to a 
condition, acceptable to the applicant, and no further action is necessary by 
us. 
e DRC/22/00103 | Discharge of conditions (landscaping) pursuant to 
DM/21/01954/FPA for glamping pods next to the Haggerleases Branch at 
Ramshaw 
f DM/04293/FPA Installation of below ground pipeline from Lartington Water 
Treatment Works to Shildon Service Reservoir 
h DM/22/00002/FPA Change of use and extension of public house and to 
mixed public house and hotel at Timothy Hackworth pub Main Street Shildon 
i DM/22/00717/FPA Construction of a new collection building for Locomotion 
with associated access and landscaping; 
Land West Of Locomotion The NRM at Shildon 
Further to last month’s report, the above four applications have not yet been 
decided. 
j DM/22/01482/RM Approval of reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, 
layout, scale and access) for the erection of 8 industrial units at Forrest Park 
phase 1 
Further to last month’s report, County Councillor Jim Atkinson and I met the 
Walking and Cycling Route Officer, the HAZ 
Officer, the Footpaths Officer and Tony Forster, DCC’s director on the Forrest 
Park Board. It was agreed that a temporary unsurfaced footpath alongside the 
railway could be provided by the developers in time for 2025 pending the 
formal route being provided, if necessary a later date, through the 
development as proposed. 
A planning application for the details has now been submitted. However, the 
Statement of Community Involvement rejects any prospect of a path alongside 
the railway stating: 
The potential for a route along the railway line to the western site boundary is 
not considered to be appropriate and would jeopardise the rail freight 
connection from the existing railway to later phases of the development. This 
was discussed in detail with the Friends of the Stockton &amp; Darlington 
Railway during the outline planning application. It should also be noted that 
there is a parcel of the land to the north of the red line boundary which is not 
within the applicant’s control. As such, it is not possible for a continuous route 
to run along the railway and the route would always be required to be 
directed through the site. As such, the proposed route is considered to be the 
most appropriate and will be within a landscaped setting to provide an 
attractive route. 
Furthermore, the proposed route has been discussed with the council’s Public 
Rights of Way team who are supportive in principle. Following these 
discussions, the plans have also been amended so that in addition to the 
proposed route, there is also potential for users of the heritage trail to utilise 
the routes running alongside ecological corridor and the route to the eastern 
side of the site. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Councillor Jim Atkinson’s efforts, it has been confirmed that the 
above statement does not take into account the agreement reached at the 
site meeting and a revised statement is expected. 
k DM/22/01041/AD Lectern information board for Northern Saint&#39;s Trail 
at Low Greenfields 
Further to last month’s report, we submitted the following comments: 
The former Chair of the Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway supplied 
the information on the S& DR for the board to be erected at Low Geenfields, 
near West Auckland. It would be appropriate for this to be acknowledged by 
incorporating the Friends logo on the board. 
 
2 It is likely that an additional information board will be erected here in 
connection with the S&DR Waymarking and Interpretation project of the 
Heritage Action Zone. Consideration should be given to co-ordinating their 
positions at this location. 
Permission has been granted but it is not possible to include our logo on the 
board. 
2 DARLINGTON BOROUGH 
a Land at Vulcan Street/East of Wards Industrial Estate 19/00108/FUL 
Further to previous reports, landscaping proposals have still not been 
submitted. 
i 22/00365/CON North Road Rail heritage Quarter Archaeology 
We have been consulted on the submitted Written Schemes of Investigation 
for programmes of Archaeological Monitoring and Historic Building Recording 
and our submitted comments are attached at Appendix 2i at the end of this 
report. 
f 21/00529/FUL  Residential development comprising of 260 no. dwellings 
including access, open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage systems and 
associated infrastructure and works  Land To The West &amp; South Of 
Station Road 
Station Road MIDDLETON ST GEORGE 
m 21/01353/FUL Site of Former Corus Works (East Site) Whessoe Road 
DARLINGTON 
Further to previous reports the developer has been required to submit revised 
plans showing footpath and cycle access to 
Elmtree Street and to the S&DR route. 
n 21/01468/OUT | Outline application with all matters reserved for mixed use 
development consisting of light industrial, general industrial, storage and 
distribution uses and/or hot food takeaway and a petrol filling station with 
associated retailing Land East Of Lingfield Estate Lingfield Point DARLINGTON 
This application has been withdrawn and replaced with the following 
application for the same site: 
22/00423/FUL Industrial development comprising of the erection of 3 no. 
industrial buildings. Land East Of Lingfield Estate 
Unlike the previous application, tree and hedge planting is proposed along the 
northern boundary to Tornado Way and the S&DR Walking and Cycling Route. 
We therefore have no objections to the proposals and said: 
The Friends of the S&DR are pleased to see the proposed tree and hedge 
planting along the northern boundary. This will help remedy the harm to the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

setting of the Stockton &amp; Darlington Railway (policy ENV2) caused by the 
change from undeveloped countryside to industrial estate. 
This application will not be determined until after August at the direction of 
National Highways. 
o 22/00213/FUL Installation of a solar farm on land north of Burtree Lane 
Further to last month’s report, the Planning Officer has had discussions with 
the applicants and an update will be presented at Thursday’s meeting. 
p. Greater Faverdale (Burtree Garden Village) Design Code SPD 
Further to last month’s report, the Planning Officer has indicated that the 
construction of the S&DR Walking and Cycling 
Route will be required as part of phase 1 of the development, but cannot 
guarantee that it will be in place by 2025. Until this path is provided, those 
walking the route will have to use Whessoe Road, which has no footway at the 
northern end. 
q 22/00352/ DC and 22/00353/DC Land At Central Park John Dixon Lane, with 
construction of footpaths, installation of artwork features, seating, etc. 
Further to last month’s report we submitted the following comments: 
Thank you for consulting the Friends of the S&DR on the above applications. 
The Friends are delighted to see that the landscaping and other proposals 
reflect and take advantage of the important railway heritage of the site. The 
applications have our full support and we look forward to their successful 
implementation and enjoyment by the public. 
 
3 
We recommend that directional signing takes people through here on the way 
from Bank Top Station to join the S&DR walking/cycling route at Haughton 
Road; and that the focal point sculpture train could be an S&DR engine, not 
necessarily 
Locomotion No.1, or something from the early days of Darlington’s locomotive 
building history. 
We would like to point out that paragraphs 4.8 and 5.6 of the submitted 
Heritage Impact Assessment wrongly associate the history of the site with the 
Stockton &amp; Darlington Railway. The engine fitting shops shown on the 
1856 map were established by the Great North of England Railway. The 1829 
S&DR Croft Branch did run alongside the site from the 1825 main line to the 
north, but this was replaced by the GNER when they bought the Croft Branch 
in 1839 and opened their York to Newcastle railway in 1841. Development of 
the depot was continued by them and their successors. 
The Friends will be pleased to advise further on the content of information 
boards at the appropriate time. 
 
3 STOCKTON BOROUGH 
d 22/0904/DLO Erection of new footbridge including lifts and new staircases, 
demolition of the existing footbridge, ticket office and taxi office, construction 
of new modular waiting shelter and taxi building. Eaglescliffe Railway Station 
Further to last month’s report we submitted the following comments: 
We assume that passengers with cycles will be able to wheel their machines 
across the bridge, using lifts, in order to access trains. However, can you please 
have it confirmed that non-passengers, ie the general public, will be permitted 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to use the bridge as part of the S&DR Walking and Cycling Route and for it to 
be available at all times? 
The new bridge will provide an essential link in the route between Allens West 
and Preston Park, pending the longer-term intention to route it through the 
Black Diamond subway to the south of the station. 
The Parish Council supported the need for the bridge to be available to the 
public. 
Network Rail have clarified ‘there will be no formal right of way for the public 
over the approach to a station including the bridge and as such there will not 
be a guaranteed access at all times. However, the route will still be accessible 
to the public use even if they do not intend to directly use the railway station’. 
Permission was granted on 31 May. 
e 22/0664/FUL Application for new access roads and 100no vehicle car park at 
Eaglescliffe Station 
Further to last month’s report, this application has not yet been decided. 
f 22/0931/FUL Erection of dwelling house incorporating the existing detached 
garage at Copsewood , The Avenue, Eaglescliffe 
The proposal will leave too narrow a gap between the new and existing houses 
where the 1825 S&DR ran northwards from Eaglescliffe to Stockton. Tees 
Archaeology advise that the new house should be redesigned to maintain a 2 
metre buffer between the building and the railway reserve. We submitted the 
following comments: 
The Friends of the Stockton &amp; Darlington Railway are concerned that the 
siting of the proposed dwelling will harm the site of and setting of the 1825 
route of the Stockton &amp; Darlington Railway and therefore is in conflict 
with policy HE3 of the 
Stockton Local Plan. The Friends support the comments and recommendations 
of Tees Archaeology. 
Objections have been made by the Council’s Design Manager and a neighbour 
to the proposal on grounds of unsympathetic design and loss of important 
trees. 
g 22/1084/VARY Reserved matters application for the access, appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale for residential development comprising 845 
dwellings. Allens West Logistics Centre Durham Lane Eaglescliffe. 
The submitted details raise an issue regarding the route of the S&DR Walking 
and Cycling path through the site and wehave submitted the following 
comments. 
The width and siting of the path in the eastern part of the site, where it is 
located in the north/south open space under the transmission lines, need to 
be amended to accommodate cyclists as well as pedestrians as it will form part 
of the S&DR walking and cycling route. This path and the S&DR path emerging 
from the railside open space on the south side of the estate road should line 
up with each other to provide a clear and safe crossing. 
Similarly the short diagonal path between the estate road and Durham Lane 
should be designed for use by the S&DR 
Walking and Cycling Route. 
Dropped kerbs should be provided where the path meets estate roads. 
 
4 The plan below illustrates our comments. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

h 22/0812/FUL Erection of rear extension incorporating existing detached 
garage, etc, 604 Yarm Road Eaglescliffe 
The property abuts Victoria Road and part of the site lies over the original 
1825 S&;DR route. The submitted Design, Access and Heritage Statement 
omits reference to this but Tees Archaeology have made the following 
observation: 
The HER shows that the Stockton and Darlington Railway formerly ran through 
the rear of the property (HER 3556). 
However, the route is shown primarily running through the footprint of the 
existing garage and extension, and it is considered that their construction will 
have damaged any remains which may have existed on site. No archaeological 
work is necessary. 
However this application proposes to extend the property onto the S&DR 
corridor and we have submitted the following objection: 
The submitted Design Access and Heritage Statement is inadequate in that it 
omits reference to the 1825 S&DR corridor which tracks across the western 
end of the property (HER 3556). This should be remedied and include a plan 
showing the boundaries of the corridor. 
No additional or replacement permanent structures should be permitted 
within the corridor and the layout should be  amended to make the 
application compliant with Local Plan policy HE3. 
 
5 
This would be consistent with decision 21/1007/RET at Layfield House and 
with the issue raise by Tees Archaeology and the Friends re application 
22/0931/FUL at Copsewood, The Avenue. 
 Ross Chisholm, Planning Officer 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Membership Report 

Ordinary Members  

 

To date:- 

 

New members since last report (30.04.2022) – 5. 

 

Membership renewal fees received after closing date of 31 October 2021 – 

0. 

 

Members re-joined – 0. 

 

Membership – 182. 

 

Members on Facebook – 38.04 % 

 

Our preferred method for membership renewal is via Standing 

Order or Direct Debit.  This saves members and our Membership 

Secretary a considerable amount of time.  

 

Currently only 15% of members pay by Standing Order 

Suggest our Officers and Trustees lead by example. 

Currently only 4 pay by Standing Order. 

 

Bank details:- 

 

Account name - The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Account No. – 13612252 

Sort Code – 20.61.46 

Please use suitable reference to identify payee on our bank statement. 

Your name Spike Milligan, bank reference  – S Milligan – FSDR 

 

Please advise when you have set up SO or DD, suggested date – 27 

September. 

  

Any questions please get in touch. 

 

 

 

Corporate Members 

 

To date:- 

 

New members since last report (27.02.2021) – 0. 

 

Membership renewal fees received after closing date of 31 October 2021 – 

0. 

 

Membership – 20. 

 

 

Total Membership Fees & Donations received for 2021 to 2022 (OM’S & 

CM’s) - £3284.57. 

 

 

Gift Aid for 2020 to 2021 applied for and received from HMRC - £712.29. 

 

Peter Bainbridge 

Membership Secretary 

03.06.2022 

___________________________________________________________ 

Editor and Webmaster’s Report for 9th June 2022 

The Globe 

The next issue of The Globe will come out in July and the deadline for contributions 

is the 1st July. You can send them to caroline@aenvironment.co.uk. 

We currently have contributions on the Gaunless Bridge and Brusselton 

Engineman’s House. There is still plenty of space for more contributions and places 

to promote events. 

It is worth reminding Friends that while everyone gets a PDF version of The Globe, 

you can also have a hard copy – you just need to ask when renewing your 

membership. 

Website 

In the last month we have sold from our online shop: 

3 complete sets of walks booklets 

2 copies of Three Greeners and a Model Steam Engine 

1 copy of our booklet The S&DR, the Railway that got the World on Track 

and 6 new memberships 

We have also been contacted via our web site by people making general enquiries. 

Most notably his month we have been able to put descendants in touch with each 

other so that they can research the history of people associated with the S&DR. So, 

in one case we have descendants of Matthew Wragg, a one time driver (allegedly!) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of Locomotion No.1 now in contact with each other and sharing family history. In 

another case, ranch owners in Sacramento have been in touch about the Dixon 

family. Their ranch was once owned by William Henry Dixon born in 1834 and they 

are setting up a museum in a barn once owned by him. We are therefore putting 

them in touch with Dixon researchers and family members. 

We have also had requests for information and offers of donations of books via the 

web site. 

Hackworth Archive 

I accompanied Jane Hackworth-Young to The National Railway Museum’s Search 

Engine in York to deliver a substantial amount of archive material relating to S&DR 

House Plaques and the work of her father Reginal Hackworth Young. More of this in 

a future Globe. While there I was able to take a look at some of the Raisbeck 

Archive. 

The Haggerleases branch line trackbed audit 

This is now on the Friends’ website online library at 

https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/publications-and-research/. You will find other similar 

reports there for the mainline and the Croft and Middlesbrough branch lines. Thank 

you to everyone who helped with this. The next one to be done is the Black Boy 

branch later this year. 

 

Other research 

Wearing my consultant’s hat on I am currently working on a Conservation 

Management Plan for the Rail Heritage Quarter. The last one was written in 2004 by 

a team put together by the University of York and ran to a mere 600 pages. I hope 

the new one will be shorter. Thank you to everyone who turned out on Tuesday 9th 

for a walkabout to discuss the management of the site. We also had a productive 

meeting with Network Rail who of course own large parts of the RHQ including 

Skerne Bridge. A draft will be circulated later in June for anyone who wishes to make 

comments. It is clear from writing this that considerable research is still required on 

the evolution of the passenger service from Darlington. 

Work on Edward Pease’s House is currently parked while access to the last part 

(above Domino’s Pizza) is arranged. 

Caroline Hardie 

caroline@aenvironment.co.uk  
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