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Chair’s Report/activity for August 2022 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
August is a strange month, lots going on but with many people on holiday...usually found out 
when you need an urgent answer from someone only to find your email returned with a short 
message telling you there is no one in the office till September! Nevertheless a lot continues 
to go on, if slowly in the past month. 
 
We have at last an agreement with Durham County Council for an annual grant to allow the 
Brusselton Incline Group to maintain the Incline in the fantastic condition they have brought 
it to, together with a smaller area of land at The Masons Arms where BIG reinstalled stone 
sleeper blocks and interpretation a few years ago. We hope to draw up our first annual work 
programme and start doing some landscape planting and additional clearance at Masons 
Arms crossing to better reveal the line of the S&DR in the Autumn.  
 
At Fighting Cocks we now have an agreed legal way forward with Darlington Council to 
undertake conservation and interpretation works on their land. This can now at long last 
hopefully be firmed up with an exchange of correspondence and following which we can put 
in a bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund together with partners at Middleton St George 
to make some really significant projects forward. 
 
Lots of meetings continue to make progress on a number of fronts; this month these have 
included Darlington for Culture (looking at S&DR inspired arts projects); Historic England (The 
role of the S&DR in the development of early railway stations research); Tricolor Associates 
(Project 15 of the HAZ  looking at long term post 2025 care of the S&DR); Historic England 
(Community grant projects); CT Consultants (concerning the branding of the Darlington Rail 
Heritage Quarter when it reopens); Live Steam Group (part of the rail heritage board looking 
at live steam prospects for events in 2025); Brightwater Landscape Project (possible grant 
aid for updating our publications). 
 
One thing in particular to look out for in the autumn, is the launch of a partnership project we 
are calling ‘Caring for the S&DR’. This is intended to be a better way of people reporting 
problems from blocked railway paths to graffiti; fly tipping to historic building decay. More 
news on this soon. 
 
Our AGM this year will be on Saturday October 22nd, an all-day event which as well as 
including the usual business will also allow time for some illustrated talks from guest speakers 
on various aspects of the S&DR project. We will hold this at Locomotion in Shildon who have 
kindly provided the venue at no charge, and will be opening up Kilburn’s Warehouse of 1826 
with its fascinating contents for us to view over lunch.  Our constitution requires that every 
three years we have elections for a certain number of trustee posts. While I sincerely hope 
that our existing hard working and excellent current trustees will put themselves forward for 
re-election, this is also an opportunity for new additional trustees. I’d urge members to 
consider putting themselves forward to either help in specific areas or as trustees. Please 
give me a call to discuss if you’d like to participate in a more hands on way. 
 
All the best. Niall Hammond, Chair 
Friends of the S&DR. 29/08/2022. 
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