
Report from Editor and Webmaster for the Friends’ monthly meeting on 1st September 

2022 

Editor’s Report 

We are between Globes at the moment so nothing much to report. I am working on an article 

with John Raw and Peter Singlehurst about Thomas Storey who was brought to the S&DR 

by George Stephenson to help construct the line from its beginning at the Etherley Incline to 

Heighington. He was then employed as its engineer and worked along the line and its 

branches. He was a phenomenally busy person, highly productive and responsible for many 

of the features we can still see on the line today. A group of us visited his house and 

gardens on the 7th August and we are now exploring the first of several S&DR historic 

plaques commemorating individuals and places associated with the S&DR for his house.  

His pioneering role with the S&DR merits commemorating so you will soon hear much more 

about him.  

The next issue of The Globe is due out in December. Please have a think about articles you 

might like to contribute, or events you’d like to promote. We can take images, poetry, 

recipes, adverts (for a modest fee), news items, almost anything as long as it has a 

connection to the S&DR. One of the areas of increasing interest is family history. We have 

recently made a connection with a descendant of John Wight who owned Lumbley Forge. It 

was here that Hackworth had the Chittapratt boiler adapted to make the Royal George and 

she has also shown us quotes to replace the boilers (and rails etc) at the inclines in 1827. 

One of the Friends, Maggie Pulle, who is researching her ancestor Matthew Wragg, a 

locomotive driver on the S&DR, is also kindly fishing out some information from The National 

Archive at Kew on Thomas Storey to help with out Globe article and has recently looked out 

archives on the railway bridge over Northgate in Darlington – all of this support is only 

possible because she is researching her family history at Kew and can look up archives for 

us while she is there. Thank you Maggie! 

I have met with Paul Black of Brightwater (with Niall Hammond) to discuss grant aid to help 

update the content, design and increase printing runs of our self guided walks booklets in the 

hope that they will all be republished in time for 2025. We also discussed a number of other 

publications and he has kindly arranged some additional help and advice and a follow up 

meeting shortly.  

Webmaster’s report 

In the last month we have received railway books and archive material from the family of Dr 

Peter Holmes. I have had a meeting with Alison Grange from the Head of Steam so we 

could decide what would be better housed there in the Ken Hoole Study Centre and what we 

can keep or sell to raise funds. So far, his book on Passenger Traffic on the S&DR and his 

1975 book on the S&DR 1825-1975 are both on sale in our online shop. Other books will be 

added gradually.  

The archives that went to Head of Steam include Holmes’ folders on each stretch of S&DR 

line including photos and descriptions of the line in the 1960s-80s and his notebook. We 

hope that we might run a joint project with the Head of Steam scanning some of this material 

and using the money raised from selling his books, to set up an archival page that makes his 

notebooks accessible to all. If anyone is interested in scanning these notebooks and 

transcribing the associated information, please get in touch.  

This material is in addition to other gifts we receive which often include books and 

railwayana from former railway enthusiasts. If the books are likely to be useful to the Friends, 



we keep them and insert a Friends’ bookplate recording where the donation came from. 

Other books will be sold to help us raise funds.  

Web sales. 

 From the 1st to the 27th August we have sold:  

 6 copies of the Yarm branch book 

 4 copies of Passenger Traffic on the S&DR by Peter Holmes 

 4 copies of the S&DR – The Railway that got the World on Track 

 1 new membership 

 1 set of 6 Royal George Delivers Greetings Cards 

 1 copy of the S&DR 1825-1925 by Peter Holmes 

 1 membership renewal 

…..all of which comes to about £220.20 (the actual figure varies due to debit card fees and 

postage costs). Particular thanks go to the family of Peter Holmes who have now made us in 

excess of £80. 

Caroline Hardie 27.8.22 

caroline@aenvironment.co.uk 

 


