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Welcome to our second quarterly filming progress update.  

Since our last update, filming and interviewing has continued apace, with particular concentration on 

the changing face of the S&DR route. As you are well aware work has commenced on the Rail Heritage 

Quarter in Darlington, and with help from the Head of Steam Museum and Darlington Borough 

Council, we were able to film the various sites in their present state, ahead of the transformation that 

is taking place.  

Archaeologist (and Friend of Stockton & Darlington Railway) Caroline Hardie walked us around the 

immediate area, explaining on camera the significance of the sites and where they fit onto the 1825 / 

1830 story. Our hope is to use this footage to not only highlight the importance of the heritage, but 

to also contrast with the improvement work that is happening ahead of 2025. Caroline’s knowledge 

(and love) for these historic buildings and locations shines through and will be a great asset to the final 

production. 

 

The Robert Stephenson Works in Newcastle will be marking its own bicentenary in 2023 and we were 

delighted to film Hugh Fenwick and Michael Taylor, from the Robert Stephenson Trust, in the former 

works talking about the Stephensons, and the place where Locomotion No1 (and Rocket) was built. 

We were also delighted to be invited by Darlington Barclays Manager Susan Theobald, and Head of 

Corporate Relations Northern Region, Karen Swainston to visit the historic High Row branch of 

Barclays. This building, opened in 1864, was originally the headquarters of the Backhouse Bank (which 



merged with Barclays in 1896). It is built on the site of an earlier Backhouse Bank building, the one 

where the investors of the S&DR maintained the railway’s finances and where Jonathan Backhouse 

finished his legendary ‘gold rush’ (https://youtu.be/BfoptgfkEaA) – Truly Stockton & Darlington 

Railway ‘holy ground’. Without the Backhouse / Pease financial might and aptitude, the railway 

venture could have been stopped dead in its track in 1819! 

 

We will be filming with the Barclays team at the Darlington branch in the spring (2023) to produce a 

bespoke short film highlighting the unique place that Barclays holds in S&DR history, and will be 

proudly celebrating in 2025. 

As mentioned previously, the feature length documentary film that we are producing would not be 

possible without the help and support of so many who are both knowledgeable and passionate about 

the region’s railway heritage. In particular in this quarter, we would like to thank Chris Lloyd of the 

Northern Echo, Susan Theobald and Karen Swainston at Barclays, Leona White-Hannant & Mike 

Crawshaw at Darlington Borough Council, Caroline Hardie at Archaeo-Enviroment Ltd, Hugh Fenwick 

and Michael Taylor from the Robert Stephenson Trust along with Cllr Steve Nelson and Reuben Kench 

at Stockton Borough Council. 

 

The Iron & Steam – Dawn of the Stockton & Darlington Railway documentary film project will result 

in a feature length film, an educational edit for council partners to use in appropriate settings and, as 

filming progresses, a series of short films highlighting both the historic aspects of the railway and the 

work that is being undertaken ahead of the bicentenary in 2025.  

The documentary film will be completed in advance of 2025 and screened across the region and the 

wider world, to ensure that when the bicentenary come around, no one will be in any doubt of the 

importance of the ground breaking Stockton & Darlington Railway! 

The sponsored short films (a selection below) are being used to raise awareness of the project and 

cement the relationship between sponsorship partners, the film project and the bicentenary.  

New sponsored shorts available for viewing include (amongst others): - 

IRON & STEAM – THE DAWN OF THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY (TRAIL 001) 

https://youtu.be/F57HCeFQqMI 

THE FIRST LOCOMOTIVE ARRIVES - THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY 1825 

https://youtu.be/nkkxo5j1ldU 

https://youtu.be/BfoptgfkEaA
https://youtu.be/F57HCeFQqMI
https://youtu.be/nkkxo5j1ldU


THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY – NORTH EAST INNOVATIONS 

https://youtu.be/Jt2lJvlwwJQ 

THE FATHER OF THE RAILWAYS? 

https://youtu.be/g75IM5ENBTs 

THE STOCKTON & DARLINGTON RAILWAY – NORTH ROAD GOODS SHED 

https://youtu.be/PPo86Q9DvuI 

ROBERT STEPHENSON – THE MAN, THE WORKS, THE LEGACY 

https://youtu.be/ohd8BQMqNAg 

There will be plenty more to view in the coming months as further progress is made. 

 

That’s it for now, other than to again stress how grateful we are for the partnerships formed, research 

shared, opportunities highlighted and the chance to be a part of what promises to be an incredible 

celebration not only for the north east, but the wider world. 

Don’t forget we’re always on the lookout for further sponsorship partners and creative filming 

opportunities associated with the S&DR, please do get in touch. 

Our next production update will be in the winter! 

Mark & Marie, 

Lonely Tower Film & Media 

contact@lonelytower.co.uk 
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