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Planning Officer’s Report; S&DR Friends Meeting 1 June 2023  
Any further updates or new applications will be reported at the meeting.  Otherwise, this 
report will be taken as read unless members have comments or questions to raise at the 
meeting. 
 
1  DURHAM COUNTY 
 
k   DM/22/01891/FPA Craggwood Holiday Park proposed extension 
I will write to the case officer for any news about the progress of this application. 
 
l  DM/23/00486/FPA  Proposed Bluestone Solar Panel Farm, High Lands, Cockfield 
Nothing further to report 
 
n  DM/22/03739/FPA  New wall etc at Northern Metal Recycling. Hackworth Industrial 
Park, Shildon 
 
As agreed at last month’s meeting, the following comments have been submitted; 
The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway note with interest the recently submitted 
Heritage Statement.  At their meeting on 4 May, they resolved to support Mr Bell’s 
agreement to remove the hedge and create an artwork of rail heritage significance of the 
north face of the wall. 
The Friends will be pleased to advise on the design, content and installation of the artwork 
and would therefore welcome being consulted on what is proposed. 
 
Historic England (Lee McFarlane) welcomes the applicant’s commitments as described in the 
Heritage Statement and has issued the following revised comments; 
The changes the applicant has made in response to our earlier advice to address concerns 
regarding the impact on the setting and significance of the nationally important S&DR are 
very positive. 
The commitment to remove the recently planted hedge and to engage with the idea of using 
the external face of the 3m concrete wall as a canvas for public art to celebrate and enhance 
the significance of the S&DR is welcomed.  
There is a positive outcome to be realised here by ensuring that the commitment for the 
artwork is fulfilled. It would provide heritage benefits in celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the S&DR and in raising awareness of the significance of the route to the north of the 
development site. There could be wider public benefits through engagement with the local 
community, especially young people, as well as the Friends of the S&DR group, in designing 
and delivering such a project.  
With regards to the hedge removal, we are happy to liaise with the applicant to ensure no 
damage is caused by this and to ensure it is not replanted on a different part of the 
designated area without scheduled monument consent (SMC).  
There is still a degree of harm caused to the setting of the monument by the proposed 2 
story office block; however, when seen in the context of the wider industrial estate it is in 
keeping with its overall setting in this location. In addition, the cumulative impact of the 
building and the wall could be reduced through the imposition of suitably worded 
condition(s) requiring the installation of public art within a certain period of time. 
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2  DARLINGTON BOROUGH  
 
There is nothing further to report on the following applications;  
 
f  21/00529/FUL  Residential development by Story Homes of 260 no. dwellings on  Land To The 
West & South Of Station Road Station Road MIDDLETON ST GEORGE 
 
i  23/00186/CON Details for the Head of Steam Station Building 

 
m  21/01353/FUL Site of Former Corus Works (East Site) Whessoe Road 
  
o  22/00213/FUL  Installation of a solar farm on land north of Burtree Lane 
 
p  22/01342/FULE Greater Faverdale (Burtree Garden Village)  
 
3  STOCKTON BOROUGH   
 
b  23/0061/REM Details for phases 3-9 for the creation of new urban Park etc at Castlegate. 
 
We have been notified of revised drawings and these include locations for S&DR interpretation 
boards and inclusion within the proposals. However it is still unclear how the Walking and Cycling 
Route between the High Street and the Quayside and the riverside route south to St John’s Crossing 
will thread its way through the site.  We have until 5 June to comment.   

  

 
Ross Chisholm, Planning Officer, 27/05/2023 


