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Chair’'s Report/Activity for December/January 2023

Dear Friends,

| hope you had a good festive season and a (belated) Happy New Year to all of you. 2024 is
clearly a crucial year in getting things ready for the bicentenary in 2025 and most of what |
have to report is on-going work rather than any dramatic new “news”.

Members will recall we responded last year to the re-branding of Darlington Railway Museum
as ‘Hopetown’. This came from our perspective out of the blue and we were disappointed to
have not been involved in the development of name and brand, as indeed were many local
residents of Darlington who wrote to us, the Northern Echo and on many Facebook/social
media pages to voice bewilderment. While the name itself may have historic resonance as
the area around North Road, it post dates the S&DR by several years, the branding was what
disappointed most people with the text and logo saying nothing about railways and the design
itself being compared to a coffee house or a wild west saloon. | wrote on your behalf to Clir
Harker leader of Darlington Council expressing voiced concerns and pointing out that by not
listening to or consulting local communities they were alienating the very people who were
their core audience and supporters. Rather than abandon the new name and brand we
instead suggested a gradual evolution and minor design tweaks. Sadly, | have to let you now
that some two months later | have still received no reply from Darlington Council.

On a more positive note, interest in our work and the S&DR continues to grow and | have
provided talks/lectures for a variety of groups including Middridge Local History Society and
a very useful short presentation to the Aycliffe Business Park Breakfast Club at Hitachi’s train
plant attended by some 70-80 businesses, many of whom want to know how to get involved.
I’'m pleased to say we have a number of other requests for talks for later in the year including
teacher groups, the Durham WI and the Saltburn Line User Group (a great acronym!). I've
also had discussions with the authorised Blue Badge professional tourist guides in Durham
to explore what they can offer tourists as a quality experience along the S&DR.

Work on the forthcoming Business Plan for the Friends continues and we hope to appoint
Tricolor Associates very soon to take this forward with support form Durham, Darlington and
Stockton councils.

We continue to work with Darlington Council on the restoration and possible acquisition of
Edward Pease’s House on Northgate in Darlington, both as an historic building fundamental
to the S&DR story, and as an office/premises for the Friends. This would also help with the
regeneration of Northgate.

Perhaps our biggest project this coming year will be taking forward the purchasing and
restoration of Heighington Station. As | explained in my last newsletter, this has for various
reasons been delayed for several years. We are now however ready to launch a fund-raising
campaign and apply for various grants. There will be a separate members email about this
and we ask everyone to help in whatever way they can by spreading the world, donating tie,
expertise or money, or just signing the public petition to help us demonstrate to people how
many people care about the project. There will be a presentation at the members’ meeting
on 18t February and a press release shortly afterwards.

Chair, Friends of the S&DR CIO, Marian Cottage, Lartington, Barnard
Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 9BP.

Email: chair@sdri825.org.uk
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As ever no month goes by without attending plenty of meetings to lobby for
our cause. My thanks also to Vice Chair Alan Townsend for his valuable
support in making sure we are represented at as many meetings as possible and in particular
with his work alongside me representing the Friends on the committee of the Early Railways
Conference which will be held in Darlington in September 2025. You can keep an eye on
bookings for the conference and papers at this site as they become available:
https://rchs.org.uk/early-railways-conference-combined/

2025 Planning.

Work continues on this led by the Festival Director Niccy Hallifax. While there is nothing
definite and new to report now, it is clear Niccy is working really hard in developing ideas and
funding to make 2025 as memorable as possible. | understand that the intention is to make
a big announcement in September this year on events for 2025 once lots of sensitive
negotiations have been firmed up. Until then Niccy has asked if everyone can as much as
possible avoid publicising events and initiatives, they we may have advance knowledge of so
that the announcement in September has as much impact as possible, and no on-going
negotiations are prejudiced. If in doubt drop Niccy or myself a line.

Elsewhere along the line Durham have been given additional time by funders to complete
their section of the Walking/Cycling route, which should now complete by September with
bad weather having delayed things over winter. Interpretation boards are on the way to being
manufactured and very shortly there should be consultations on a new landscaping scheme
at the Masons Arms and the new design for the new decking across the Gaunless Bridge
abutments. At the east end of the line where less funding is available for the walking/cycling
route trustees have been meeting with Stockton Council t try and identify what the best
options are.

As a reminder for contacts:

Cait Barratt the ‘S&DR Heritage & Community Participation Manager’ is the person to talk to
regarding the S&DR community Fund which can provide grants of a few hundred to a few
thousand pounds and which are available over the next 4 years to help people celebrate and
conserve the S&DR, If you have an idea then get in touch with Cait and she will provide initial
feedback on your idea and if it fits the community grant objectives encourage you to submit
an application. ldeas can be submitted to Cait on the following email address
s&drcommunitygrantsscheme@darlington.gov.uk .

The team of various officers in the local authorities including Niccy Hallifax the 2025 Festival
Director, can all now be contacted through one single email address which is
info@sdr200.co.uk which people should use for any general enquiries.

As ever if you want to discuss anything S&DR related drop me a line at
Chair@sdr1825.org.uk.

All the best.
Niall Hammond,
Chair, Friends of the S&DR. 29/01/2024.

Chair, Friends of the S&DR CIO, Marian Cottage, Lartington, Barnard
Castle, Co. Durham, DL12 9BP.

Email: chair@sdri825.org.uk
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Editor’s Report
The Globe

The last Globe came out in December. Hard copies took a little longer to be printed and those
have recently been distributed to those members expressing a preference by Peter
Bainbridge, for which many thanks. Contributors to The Globe will also receive a hard copy
of the book and I will be in touch regarding posting them out very soon.

The next Globe is due out in July 2024, so I am looking for contributions by the end of June.
You can send them in as soon as you like however. If you are thinking of submitting
something, ask me for the Guidance Notes for Contributors.

The World on Track

We now have 1,000 more copies of The Railway that got the World on Track book, which is
given to all new members, and which otherwise sells at £7.99. If you know anyone who
would like to stock it, we can offer retailers a discount. They can be purchased direct from
the Friends’ web site and I can also bring copies with me for sale at our various meetings.

S&DR Podcasts

A series of S&DR podcasts will be broadcast from next month through 2024 with Archie
MacKay, the Managing Editor and Director of South West Durham News CIC. More
information will be posted out to members, advertised on social media and via railway
magazines and newspapers. If you'd like to be a guest on the podcast, please get in touch.

S&DR Coffee Table Book

Work on the limited edition S&DR coffee table book has got off to a gradual start with
Darlington based photographer Peter Giroux tasked with taking photographs throughout the
year. We plan to ask subscribers to buy a copy in advance and in return they can be listed as
a subscriber at the beginning (with another section for In Memory of....subscribers) and their
copies will be numbered and signed. Details on how you can become a subscriber will be
issued to all Friends before March and put on our web site.

S&DR Music

Our application for funding to the S&DR Community Grant Scheme is still awaited. This was
to produce authentically sounding music as played in 1825 on the Opening Day and which
will be freely available to anyone who wishes to use it at their events. The next grant panel
meets on the 7" February so fingers crossed that we can get the go-ahead then.

Creative Writing Group

I have agreed to support an application to the above fund for a series of creative writing
workshops based in venues on the S&DR/Bishop Auckland line and a competition, all linked
to the S&DR bicentenary. It will run from later this year through to 2025. I will help to run a
workshop on women of the S&DR. More details to follow depending on funding.

Bob Hattersley Maps

Many of you will be familiar with the detailed maps of the S&DR produced by the late Bob
Hattersley. Bob’s wife Jean has kindly agreed that we can sell these maps and split the
proceeds between the Friends and her chosen kidney cancer charity. They may be on our web
site by the time of our meeting (I am waiting on suitable postal packaging being delivered)
and I might be able to bring some to our meeting if people wish to buy any. They are A3 sized



and printed on to art quality paper and will cost £9.00. Thank you to Yvonne Richardson for
helping to make this happen.
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One of Bob Hattersley’s maps showing the S&DR
Membership Badges

We have had lovely dark red and gold metal and enamel badges featuring a plug wheel made
for members. These will be distributed for free to members at monthly meetings. Additional
badges can be purchased for £2.50 on our web site shop (or at meetings). We will make
alternative arrangements for more distant members to receive one, if they’d like one.

Save Heighington @ Aycliffe Lane Station
This will be reported elsewhere and at the meeting.

Webmaster’s Report

Since our last meeting (until 26t January) we have sold 10 products bringing in £92.50, the
bulk of these have been renewal of memberships. As I write, we are currently preparing a
new web page on our Save Heighington Station project. Don’t forget that we have a number
of publications including second hand books for sale in our online shop.

Caroline Hardie

caroline@aenvironment.co.uk




Planning Officer’s Report; S&DR Friends Meeting 1 February 2024

Any further updates or new applications will be reported at the meeting. Otherwise, this report will be taken
as read unless members have comments or questions to raise. Decisions and new applications are highlighted
in red.

1 DURHAM COUNTY

k DM/22/01891/FPA Craggwood Holiday Park proposed extension
Nothing further to report since December’s meeting.
| DM/23/00486/FPA Proposed Bluestone Solar Panel Farm, High Lands, Cockfield

This application was recommended for approval by Committee on 11 January, subject to conditions and a legal agreement
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

The following are extracts from officer’s report;

The Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway raise no objection. They note with interest the proposal for information
boards within the site's network of public rights of way and elsewhere. The Friends state they have already supplied
heritage information to the applicants and would welcome the opportunity to check the proposed texts to ensure their
accuracy.

Interpretation of elements of the heritage is offered, as accepted by the Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway as a
positive benefit. In terms of policy tests this would better reveal significance and add to understanding, as such this is
welcomed and should be secured if permission is granted, through an appropriate mechanism

Having weighed the landscape harm and reduction in the quality of the experience for recreational users in the planning
balance, it is considered that the benefits of the proposal would outweigh this harm.

Consideration has also been given to the impact on designated and non-designated heritage assets and no harm has been
identified. The proposed interpretation information is regarded as positive.

Condition 21. Within 6 months of the commencement of development detail including construction and content of proposed
site interpretation material based on the local heritage and including a timescale for installation shall be submitted to and
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The interpretation material shall be erected and maintained in
accordance with the approved details.

We await consultation on the interpretation panel(s).
n DM/22/03739/FPA New wall etc at Northern Metal Recycling. Hackworth Industrial Park, Shildon

Further to previous reports, Council officers have confirmed that the hedge is to be removed and that Mr Bell is
responsible for securing the Friends’ approval of the design for the mural.

p DM/23/01151/FPA Change of use from agricultural land to private garden; Land North Of Chapel House Phoenix Row
The Friends’ Etherley Incline Group have reached agreement with the owner on creating a track installation in the garden.

q DM/23/02905/FPA Erection of industrial buildings etc. Plot 3B Merchant Park, Millennium Way, Aycliffe Business
Park

Nothing further to report since December’s meeting.

r DM/23/03785/AD Erection and display of various directional signs and advertisements on the existing
buildings and structures and around Locomotion NRM Shildon.

It is proposed to submit no comments on this application although there may be some conflict or duplication
with waymarking the Walking and Cycling Route through the site.

The following is the link to see the details and the reasoning behind the designs;
https://publicaccess.durham.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/99F1BA69DA91B800B930A23C208C8FE6/pdf/DM 23 03785 AD-

DETAILS OF PROPOSED SIGNS-3499897.pdf




2 DARLINGTON BOROUGH

f 21/00529/FUL Residential development by Story Homes of 260 no. dwellings on Land To The West & South Of Station
Road Station Road MIDDLETON ST GEORGE

Further to December’s report, this application was approved by the Planning Applications Committee on January 10th.
Permission is subject to conditions and signing a section 106 Agreement which includes £10,000 towards research and
interpretation of the former Stockton and Darlington Railway to be paid prior to the occupation of the first dwelling.

i North Road Rail Heritage Quarter — Hopetown

23/00186/CON Details for the Head of Steam Station Building

Nothing further to report since December’s meeting.

23/01175/DC Formation of a play area etc.

Further to discussion at December’s meeting, we submitted the following comments;

Thank you for seeking comments and advice from the Friends of the S&DR on this application.

The Friends are please to support the proposals, which present a well-researched railway heritage theme.

One slight blemish is the use of the modern-day spelling of ‘wagons’. We suggest it more appropriate to adopt the older
version ‘waggons’.

The Friends recall that one of the objectives of the Hopetown project is to provide a leisure and education resource for the
local community. We would therefore hope that arrangements can be made for children in the locality to access the play
area at a discounted charge.

m 21/01353/FUL Site of Former Corus Works (East Site) Whessoe Road

Nothing further to report since December’s meeting.

0 22/00213/FUL Installation of a solar farm on land north of Burtree Lane

Still nothing to report on the details for information displays and the walking and cycling route

p 22/01342/FULE Greater Faverdale (Burtree Garden Village) re-submission

Further to last December’s report, we were asked for our comments and advice on a re-submission of this application.

| reaffirmed our earlier concerns in response to this consultation. (see the March 2023 planning report for our full

comments).

w 23/00632/0UT Outline planning application for the erection of 3 no. units for industrial/business/storage and
distribution use, Land At Lingfield Point. Darlington

Highways Further to previous reports, a decision on this application has been deferred until 30 January 2024 at the request
of National Highways.

y Walking and Cycling Route; Mill Lane to St George’s Way, Middleton St George.

Further to December’s report, we have been informed that the existing metal barriers will be reused to save costs.
3 STOCKTON BOROUGH

b 23/0061/REM Details for phases 3-9 for the creation of new urban Park etc at Castlegate.

Further to previous reports, we still await the submission of details of all artworks, heritage details and interpretation
signage artworks, as required by condition 6 of the planning permission.

1 23/1730/FU L and 23/1711/LBC Application of render to the existing single storey extension to include removal of 1no
window and 1no door, replacement of 1no window and 1no door and installation of 1no roof lantern and other ancillary

works. Layfield House, Urlay Nook Road, Eaglescliffe.

There is nothing further to report since October’s meeting.



m 23/1768/DCH discharge condition no5 (Soft Landscaping) of planning approval 21/2240/FUL - Erection of
industrial/business units at Urlay Nook Road Eaglescliffe.

There is nothing further to report since December’s meeting.
n 23/2223/FUL Erection of 87no. dwellings on land East Of Mandale Park Urlay Nook Road Eaglescliffe

This application is for housing development to replace the previously approved industrial development. The site is
currently an open field between existing housing to the east and the recently completed Mandale Business Park to the
west at Urlay Nook Road. The three sites are readily visible from the railway line between Urlay Nook crossing and Allens
West station.

Further to the discussion at the December meeting, | submitted the following comments;

The Friends have no objection to the principle of housing development on this site. However, we are disappointed that
there is no assessment of the impact of the proposals on the setting of the Stockton & Darlington Railway as required by
policy HE3 of the adopted Stockton Local Plan.

The policy states that the Council will support development which preserves and enhances the setting of the historic
Stockton & Darlington Railway of 1825.

The railway runs parallel with the northern boundary of the site on the opposite side of Urlay Nook Road.

This omission is surprising considering that Mr Jeremy Good of the applicant's consultants ELG Planning consulted the
Friends prior to the application being submitted. My email of to him of 9 November advised;

‘The main issue as far as the Friends of the S&DR are concerned is compliance with local plan policies HE2 and HE3. In
particular, HE3 requires development to have regard to protecting or enhancing the setting of the former S&DR, a non-
designated heritage asset.

The setting is characterised by the existing open field visible from the railway and this will change when the site is
developed. | would expect the layout to provide a generous open corridor, say 10 metres in depth, within the Urlay Nook
Road frontage, with tree planting. This will be consistent with the adjoining Mandale Park development (we have asked for
more trees to compensate for those felled and to soften the visual impact of the units) and with the housing to the east
(their featureless open space could do with some planting). Artwork within the landscaped corridor would certainly inform
residents and passers-by on Urlay Nook Road of the heritage of the S&DR and would be a feature to attract the attention of
railway passengers.

In this way, | consider that the development would be compliant with policy HE3 and would likely attract the support of the
Friends when the application is submitted.”

‘Mr Good replied the same day, saying; ‘That's certainly the intention to try and leave a set back but add in more planting
than the neighbouring scheme.... | think we might be able to give the front of the site a little more breathing space, as
suggested.’

The submitted Statement of Community Involvement refers to engagement with the Friends but makes no mention of the
above exchange.

It would be helpful if the applicants could submit an image showing the appearance of the development from the railway
showing native forest trees in their maturity.

The Friends support the installation of an artwork and would be pleased to advise on its design and wording.

To summarise, the Friends of the S&DR have no objection to the proposals subject to conditions being attached regarding
details of landscaping and the artwork.

23/2250/DLO Prior approval for erection of new footbridge including lifts and new staircases, renewal of the existing
footbridge, ticket office and taxi office, construction of new brick modular waiting shelter and taxi building. Eaglescliffe

Railway Station.

This application is to replace the existing footbridge, which has ramps to allow wheelchair access to the platforms in the
event of the lifts at the new bridge being out of action. It is not proposed to submit any comments.

Ross Chisholm, Planning Officer, 27/01/2024



Membership Report — 31 January 2024

Fees & Donations: - 27 September 2023 to 31 January 2024):-
Ordinary Members - £2659.99 (including donations of £257)
Corporate Members - £800

Total - £3362.75

Membership

Individual Members - 216. (increase of 10 since last report - 8 new members & 2
members re-joined)

Members on Facebook - 33.33%
Corporate Members - 16.
Peter Bainbridge

Membership Secretary
31.01.2024



FRIENDS of the S&DR — Reports on Research and 2025.

RESEARCH: Members of the Friends continue to research, much of which has
been used in the fantastic articles in The Globe; the articles leave a legacy,
leading to more research. Dave Pennington & Mike Norman continue in-depth
research to ensure Timothy Hackworth receives the recognition he deserves.

2025: The Barnard Castle Group has people building/developing models,
including that which belonged to the BC School of the Middleton line, and a
model of the railway from Langley Viaduct to Barney. A model of the Station
house at Middleton will be lent by the Cleveland Model Railway Club and
displayed in Middleton. Work will continue on finalising the Barney Circular
Walk; the exhibition at the Witham for 2 weeks is confirmed; suggestions are
being made to the Council for info boards and small plagues on the unique
railway seats. One member of the Group, whose family worked on the S&DR, is
drawing up leaflets on Benjamin Founder, the railway lines, station houses etc.

Montalbo School will work with the Council and is planning a railway garden to
be open to the public in the summer holidays of 2025. The school proposes
organising a coach trip up to the Stainmore Summit.

The Group will provide details for the Festival Brochure and will draw up a
leaflet specifically for Teesdale events. Funding Applications have been made.

The Thorpe Light Railway is rebuilding a British narrow guage steam engine
which will be introduced in 2025.

ONE ACT PLAY: The Trustees of the Friends have agreed to support the produc-
tion of ‘Head of Steam’ by Author Bill Gibson (Stage Name: Leonard Williams).
The Castle Players will produce and direct the play and their Lead Director,
Laurence Sach, has agreed to direct. Both Laurence & Bill feel they can work
together. Jonathan Ratcliffe has attended a meeting with me & the production
team which was very encouraging. Must of the detail will be worked on in
rehearsal & it is agreed there should be a workshop in the next few months for
which funding has been acquired. Further applications will be made and
interest has already been shown by funders. Performances will take place
throughout 2025 in approximately 8 venues; John Raw has approached a
number successfully; Laurence will follow up & draw up a budget.  JANE HY.



REPORT
EIW P C Group

The next railway walk will take place from the start point of outside the Former (1883) Methodist
Chapel Phoenix Row on Friday 15" March meeting up for 10.30 am Sturdy boots, no Stiletto boots.
This to be a re-run of the New Year event, which was badly blighted by sodden /flooded grounds.
Invite to all, please register with John on jraw2883 @aol.com

The group will be holding an open garden event, in the grounds of Mary Smith’s cottage with its
views of the North Incline We will be welcoming members from 13.00 on May 19" a Spring
Sunday

The proposed walking /cycling route is nor resolved at the time of writing, for our section.

Etherley Avenue 2022

WASH

Thanks to a lot work by both Peter Singlehurst in taking the photographs of West Auckland section
over so many years, when then it was just not flavour (1968 to 1978) of the month and Martin
Roberts who this month finally has been able to digitise all 290 of these photos. These will able to
been seen by various groups.

Thank you to all who purchased raffle tickets for our New Year draw ,which made funds for this
group. To keep it in the family would you believe Jane Hackworth- Young won first prize, Peter
Singlehurst the second prize and by one of my grandson’s third prize.

The group are proposing to have an 1820s Orchard on their site, with a railway gauged avenue of
trees.

john raw hon sec



BIG

News in mid December scaffolding went up against Shildon Coal Drops (the finest
and most complete set in the Country) and remedial work Is currently going on with
Phase Il of this work

On 18th January, after a three month break,the installation of the cycling/walk route
for the section from Locomotion up the former siding to the former Mason's Arms by
D C C recommenced.

B | Group have had Bourne Again Gardens strim and tidy the Brusselton Incline East
prior to Christmas

There is an invite to the first g5 open morning in their workshop in former Shildon
Wagon Works. 11.00PM on Saturday 2nd March plus at the end a welcome for a
lunch time pint in the nearby 1833 Railway Institute Redworth Road New Shildon
from noon.

The next meeting of this group will be taking place on SATURDAY 3rd February for
10.15




Stockton Interest Group (SIG) Report for Thursday 1 February 2024

Stockton
Stockton BC are now admitting that the Waterside development will not be complete until 2026.

Locomotion replica at Preston Park - no progress to report regarding start of work. Awaiting PP to
erect scaffolding / staging to assist with safe working at heights. Our working area has been
reduced significantly with the arrival of other museum exhibits which have been displaced due to
work commencing on extending the museum. We have also lost our covered shelter and bad
weather refuge as part of this expansion work.

We are working with Stockton BC on the footpath and cycleway. Some progress has been made
but more work is to be done, especially around Bridge Road and the end of the line. We have
highlighted the importance of recognising and interpreting the site of the original coal staithes.

500 scoria blocks have been purchased from Bridge House Mission (BHM) and moved to safe
storage at Fighting Cocks. BHM are keen to be involved in 2025 celebrations. Niccy Hallifax has
suggested a community garden in front of buildings but BHM and not inspired and are wary of
long-term maintenance issues.

Lakota Training, whose office is based adjacent to the site of the original coal staithes, want to be
involved in 2025. They have made an initial approach to Cait Barratt / Communities Fund.

Eaglescliffe

Plans are forming for a heritage footpath through Victoria / Tittybottle Park following the route of
the original line. A meeting was arranged between Jim Taylor, Stockton BC Councillor for
Eaglescliffe East and landlord of the Locomotion Hotel, and Niccy Haliffax to discuss plans,
funding, and interpretation.

We are working with Stockton BC on the footpath and cycleway to ensure it passes by this park
but the final route will depend on the point of crossing the current railway through or around
Eaglescliffe station. Local opinion is that the new car park (and thus of footpath / cycleway link)
will not be ready for 2025.

Northumbrian Water have upgraded a sewer, including passing through Allen's West station (site
of first Yarm station). An archaeological survey by Durham University exposed foundations and
low block work associated with this station. We arranged a site visit to view but the remains had
already been removed as part of the new construction work. A Facebook contributor has also
mentioned a line-side retaining wall at this location. We began to explore, but will investigate
further in finer weather.

Yarm

The new Heritage Centre has opened in the refurbished Yarm Town Hall. The displays include a
video of an all-female cast re-enacting the meeting in the George & Dragon pub of 1820 which
“led to the creation of the Stockton and Darlington Railway”, thus perpetuating the myth.

Post-meeting note — we have now visited the Heritage Centre and viewed the video. We have
pointed out this error, amongst others, to Yarm Town Council and the Heritage Centre Manager.



