PROPOSED S&DR CONSERVATION AREAS

REPORT TO THE FRIENDS OF THE S&DR; 7 MARCH 2024

Members will recall that the creation of conservation areas along the S&DR was a project in the
Heritage Action Zone Plan. We made recommendations some time ago but work was delayed for
various reasons.

NORTHGATE

The Darlington Council Conservation Officer, Gaby Rose, held a Teams online conference with
Caroline Hardie and myself to discuss proposed extensions to the Northgate Conservation Area. We
gave information we had on the buildings, features and areas being considered to add to the area.
The intention is to extend it to the east, west and north of North Road Station to encompass areas of
railway and industrial heritage significance.

A character assessment of the area has been completed and Gaby has submitted it with her report
to her Planning Manager, David Hand. We understand that the report will be submitted to the
Darlington Council Cabinet for approval to go out to public consultation, which will be required
before the extensions can be formally designated.

| will be writing to Mr Hand asking if he will provide a timetable for the procedures as we consider it
imperative that the extensions are designated without further delay.

MIDDLETON ST GEORGE

The Conservation Officer will turn her attention to a new conservation area for the abandoned
section of the S&DR between the A66 Bypass and Oak Tree Junction later this year. Peter Bainbridge
and | took Gaby on a tour of the Fighting Cocks Heritage Hub last year; she was very supportive of
our ambitions and gave us some valuable advice. A draft boundary has already been proposed and
Gaby will prepare a character assessment, using various reports published by the Friends and
Archaeo-Environment over the years.

MYERS FLAT

We made recommendations to include the line in the northern part of the Borough, between Whiley
Hill and Burtree Lane, including the important Myers Flat embankment. Unfortunately this did not
obtain the support of the County Council conservation officers who were advising Darlington Council
at the time.

It is still our ambition to promote this recommendation and we propose to arrange a meeting with
the Conservation Officer and David Hand to consider this as part of a wider discussion on planning
policy to maintain the shrinking rural gap between Darlington and Newton Aycliffe.

COUNTY DURHAM

Conservation Areas have been proposed for parts of the line in County Durham for a while now; we
submitted comments and some consultation took place last year. However no progress has been
made to designate them and we have been unable to obtain final boundaries or the character
assessments for them.
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